EDITOR’S MISCELLANY 


DEATH OF MISS ELLEN M. WOOD 

New York, January 9, 1901. 

To the Editor The American Journal of Nursing. 

Dear Madam : As secretary of a meeting of the “ Committee to Secure by 
Act of Congress the Employment of Graduate Women Nurses in the Hospital 
Service of the United States Army,” held in this city November 13, 1900, I have 
the honor to transmit to you for The American Journal of Nursing the fol¬ 
lowing extract from the minutes of that meeting having reference to the death 
of our esteemed associate. Miss Ellen M. Wood, of Mount Kisco, New York: 

“ The members present at the meeting were: Mrs. Whitelaw Reid, Mrs. 
William Bayard Cutting, Miss Anna C. Maxwell, Miss Louisa Lee Schuyler, 
Miss Irene Sutliffe, all of New York; Mrs. Joseph Hobson, of Washington, and 
Miss C. K. Meredith, of Philadelphia. 

“ The chairman, Mrs. Whitelaw Reid, stated that before entering upon the 
business of the meeting it was her duty to announce to the committee the death 
of one of its most honored members, Miss Ellen M. Wood, at Copenhagen, Den¬ 
mark, August 9, 1900. She desired to express her sense of the great loss sus¬ 
tained by the committee. 

“ Miss Schuyler said that the circumstances connected with the death of 
Miss Wood were so exceptional in character that they deserved special mention. 
Going abroad for her health last summer, accompanied by her father and sister, 
the vessel had left New York but a few days when it came to Miss Wood’s 
knowledge that one of the seamen was ill with pneumonia. There was no one 
on board who knew how to nurse him, and she offered her services. In her 
enfeebled condition, caused by devotion to our sick soldiers in Fort Hamilton 
through the late war and by subsequent drafts upon her strength, Bhe nursed 
the man through the long voyage. He recovered. She was taken ill with typhoid 
fever and died shortly after landing in Copenhagen. As she had lived,—always 
ready to help where help was needed, able, strong, tender, most unselfish,— 
so she died, a heroic death, literally giving her life for the life of another. 

“ Miss Schuyler read part of a letter from Mrs. Winthrop Cowdin, in which 
she speaks of Miss Wood with the greatest esteem and affection, adding: ‘ Her 
life, so touchingly beautiful in her service for others, is one her friends will 
never forget.’ 

“ Miss Maxwell and others recalled Miss Wood’s presence at the last meet¬ 
ing of the committee, in May, and spoke of the nobility of her life and char¬ 
acter. 
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“ Miss Maxwell offered the following minute: 

“ ‘ It is with profound sorrow that we record the death of Miss Ellen M. 
Wood, which occurred in Copenhagen, Denmark, August 9, 1900. In the death 
of Miss Wood, who was eminent in her community for works of love and 
charity and helpfulness to others, this committee and the nursing profession 
have lost a most valued member. From her experience during the late war 
Miss Wood felt strongly the necessity of securing permanency for the intelligent, 
responsible nursing of our soldiers, and she entered into the work of the com¬ 
mittee with enthusiasm. Her clear insight, mature judgment, and convincing 
argument have been valuable aids in the advancement of the cause «f the Army 
Nursing Service Bill.’ 

“ Upon motion, the above minute was approved and ordered to be entered 
in full upon the records of the committee. The secretary was directed to send 
a copy thereof to the family of Miss Wood and to The American Jotjbnal of 
Nursing.” 

Very respectfully yours, 

Louise Lee Schuyler, 

Secretary pro tern. 


DEATH OP MISS MARGARET McKEAN 

Miss Margaret McKean died recently at the Cullis Home for Consump¬ 
tives, and in her death the erring and the unfortunate in Boston have lost one 
of the kindest friends who ever made life easier for them. As long as her 
health permitted, her life was devoted particularly to the interest of those who 
most needed a friend in the hour of trial. Miss McKean was well known among 
many of the best families of the city as a patient, loving nurse in any kind of 
sickness. She will be perhaps best remembered as a friend of the unfortunate 
and the infants, whose tender years made them Bpecial objects of her com¬ 
passion. 

Miss McKean was born in Brooklyn, New York, fifty-five years ago, and 
came to Boston about 1885, graduating from the Nurses’ Training-School at the 
City Hospital. She was also a graduate of the Boston Lying-in Hospital. For 
seven years she was the matron of the Massachusetts Infant Asylum, and here 
won the regard of all who were interested in the institution and all those whose 
misfortune brought them under her care. Some six years ago consumption set 
its seal upon her, and she went to California and other Western points in a vain 
quest of recovery. After her return to the East she spent nine months at 
Sharon, and since May, 1899, has been a patient sufferer at the Cullis Home, 
her burden being lightened by the loving care of her devoted friends. 


MARRIAGE OF MISS BARNHARDT 

Miss Grace C. Barnhahdt, graduate of Massachusetts General, directress 
of nurses at St. John’s, Brooklyn, and for some time assistant superintendent 
of Smith Infirmary, was married in Ottawa on November 0 to Colonel Loomis 
Langdon, a retired officer of the United States Army. 

They have gone abroad for a year or more. 



